MARCH 2021

Kingsbury Academy, Kingsbury Road, Coundon,
Coventry, CV6 1PJ
enquiry@kingsbury.thrive.ac
02476 594952

Dear Parent and Carers,
I have to say, that going into National Lockdown, on my first day as new Head Teacher,
was not an ideal start to my Headship!
Thank you for all the support you gave your child with the home learning during the
reduced attendance period. We tried to have as many children, as we safely could
during the lockdown period, but it is a big relief to now have everyone safely back in
school.
We are looking closely at the Curriculum offer, at Kingsbury, to make sure that all
opportunities for Communication, Reading, Writing and Maths, alongside self-regulation,
self-help and independence skills, are being fully embedded in all our teaching.
Thank you for all the responses to the parental questionnaire that many of you
completed. Following on from the results, one of our immediate aims is to ensure that you
feel better informed about what your child is learning, how well they are progressing and
how you can support at home.
We are looking for a Parent Governor to join our Local Governing Board. If you would like
to help drive our school improvement, please contact us on the school number or email
enquiry@kingsbury.thrive.ac
I very much look forward to the days when we can invite you all back into school to meet
myself and other staff. I hope you all have a great Easter break and stay safe and well.
Mrs Davis
Head Teacher
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Community Engagement
Coventry Moves Banner Project
The pupils have taken part in the ‘Coventry Moves Banner Project’. Using bold colours and
abstract shapes the pupils have expressed their thoughts and feelings about Coventry.
Look how amazing their work is! Make sure to look out for them in May when the banners
are to be displayed around Coventry.

Winter Wanderland!
During the last lockdown, the children who were attending school engaged with the
‘Window Wanderland’ project which took place in Coventry, as part of the City of Culture
activities. Each child created a piece of artwork, using a range of media; this linked to our
theme of ‘All creatures great and small’. The artwork is displayed on the school gate for
the community to see and celebrate. We are so proud of the children!
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Introducing our Pastoral Lead: Mrs Akhter

I would like to take this opportunity to introduce myself, I am Mrs Akhter, the new
Pastoral lead at Kingsbury Academy. I have already been fortunate enough to
speak to so many parents/carers on the phone and when the opportunity arises,
I cannot wait to arrange more face-to-face interactions, so we can work together and develop our already thriving Kingsbury community.
I would like to also remind you that I am always on hand to support you with any
queries to help you and your child. Please feel free to get in contact by
emailing the family support email or by phoning the school number on 02476
594952
familysupport@kingsbury.thrive.ac.

Celebrating World Book Day 2021!
On Thursday 4th March 2021, we celebrated World Book Day at Kingsbury Academy. This year’s theme was ‘Sharing a story’. All the pupils and staff members enjoyed dressing up in their favourite pyjamas and onesies, as part of our
‘Pyjamarama’ theme, to share their favourite stories. Children enjoyed taking part
in lots of activities, including dough disco, creating sensory story bags and class story time to celebrate our love for reading and literacy. We were also proud to appoint four junior librarians to help keep our school library tidy and organised for everyone to use. Congratulations to the new Kingsbury Academy Librarians on your
new roles!
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Focus Class: Little Acorns

Dear Parents,
The children in Little Acorns arrive at school happy and brimming with
energy. Our day begins with a phonics session where we explore sounds by
making or listening to long and short sounds and loud and quiet sounds. We
also explore sounds we can hear in the environment, including noises that
farm animals make. We learn about sound discrimination and initial letter
sounds by participating in activities, including Mrs Browning's Box and Silly
Soup.
Our focus book for this term was “Farmer Duck”. In our Literacy lessons we
have engaged in sensory story sessions. The sessions are interactive and
visual and they help the children to sequence story events and to recall
repetitive story vocabulary. We have explored vocabulary from our story
book and also followed two key words instructions.
In Maths, we have enjoyed learning and singing number songs. The
children have been supported to apply their knowledge of number to rote
count forwards and backwards and learning to make accurate number
sets.
In the afternoons we enjoy using our communication skills to explore and
follow instructions while we are at Forest School. We also enjoy using our
communication boards in creative activities, such as art or cooking.
We hope you have a lovely Easter and we look forward to welcoming the
children back at the start of the Summer term.
Kind regards, Little Acorns Team.
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Maple Class: This term our theme has been ‘Life
on the Farm’. We have been creative and
made representations of the animals using
different textured materials. As part of our
phonics we have been learning about the
different animal sounds and have transferred
this into our music sessions, where we have really
enjoyed exploring instruments that might
represent an animal. For example, rhythm sticks
for a horse, a triangle for the bell of a cow and
we used this to join in with the rhyme Old MacDonald. We have used puppets to show our
awareness of the animals, within the story and
used these in role play to imitate the sounds
they make during our story ‘What the Ladybird
Heard’.

Walnut Class: This half term, Walnut Class have
enjoyed learning about the farm. We learned
about where all the animals live on a farmyard. We created our own farm in a bottle
with hay, soil, grass, oats and even a little
carrot for the horses. They smelt lovely; the
grass was tickly and the carrots were crunchy!
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Pine Class: The pupils would like to share with you
how they created a ‘sensory’ tunnel in the Forest
School area. The task required listening, fine motor
skills and lots of working together to prepare and
hang the pots and pans. Once the tunnel was
ready, the pupils enjoyed using sticks from the
ground to create different sounds. The area is now
ready to be explored and enjoyed by others.

Willow Class: Our topic this term is ‘All Creatures
Great and Small’. We have explored and
compared the features animals have, where
different animals live and their size. We particularly
enjoyed learning about ocean dwellers. We worked
together to create a display showing how big a
blue whale is (we could not make it the actual size,
of course!) and made aquariums for our little fish.
We love sensory play so making animal prints with
our hands was lots of fun!
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Holly Class: This term, Holly Class have been
exploring the book ‘Rumble in the Jungle’ and
focusing on developing our fine motor skills. The
children have been using scissors, pouring and
mixing and using mark making tools. We have been
busy putting these skills into practical activities such
as decorating biscuits which they then enjoyed
eating!

Hazel Class:
This term, our theme is ‘Life on the Farm’. We have learnt
about the different animals that live on the farm. We
made our own animal masks and acted out the noises
they made! It was really good fun, we made loud and
quiet noises which made us giggle. We have also been
creative and learnt about building our own 3D animals
from cereal boxes. We wrapped them up in white paper
and painted them. We enjoyed hunting for recyclable
materials to make their ears and nose. We were proud of
our work!
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Cedar Class: This term, Cedar Class have
been busy bees. We have been learning
about “All creatures great and small”
taking inspiration from the book “Giraffes
Can’t Dance”. We enjoyed learning
about the different animals who went to
the Jungle Dance. We decided which
category they belonged to by identifying
different features. We even created our
own Gerald Giraffes and decorated the
class with them. We had so much fun with
Gerald in all aspects of our lessons

Oak Class: Oak Class have spent lots of time
down in Forest School, this half term. We have
been using natural resources to make a variety
of art projects, with minimal impact on the
environment. Everything we made could be
returned to the Forest School and keep the
environment as natural as possible. As you can
see in the photos, the children used their
natural resources to make different animals.
They focused on selecting appropriate
materials to create the features of the animals.
All the children thoroughly enjoyed these tasks
and really took on board the rules of natural
conservation to protect the Forest School area.
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Covid-19 Reminders
Please can we remind all parents/
Comic Relief
Thank you for your support and contributions to
Comic Relief. As a school
we raised: £87.18

carers to wear facemasks, when on the
school site.
If you are dropping off or collecting your
child, please wait outside the building and
the children will be brought out to you.
If your child displays any COVID-19 symptoms of a new, continuous cough OR high
temperature OR change in normal sense
of taste of smell, please do not bring them
to school. Your child will require a negative
test result, or need to self isolate for 10
days, before returning to school.

Staffing

Upcoming Special Events:
Friday 16th May—Eid

Lindsey Quinn is now working from
home as she awaits the arrival of
her baby. We wish her all the best
and look forward to meeting the
new addition to the family.

18th—24th June—Recycle Awareness
Week
14th July—Olympics/Sports Day

Dates for your Diary

Thursday 1st April—last day of school for
Easter holiday
We would like to welcome 5 new
staff members to the school—
Nosheen, Bonnie, Gemma , Demi
and Miss Trudy Garland, who will be
class teacher in Holly Class.

Tuesday 20th April: Children return to school
Monday 3rd May: Bank holiday, school is
closed
Monday 31st May: school closed for half term
Monday 7th June: Children return to school
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Attendance: February—March 2021
Attendance by Class
Willow: 83%
Pine: 81%
Little Acorns: 78%
Holly: 78%
Hazel: 77%
Maple: 77%
Oak: 76%
Walnut: 71%
Cedar: 63%

Congratulations to all pupils who have achieved 100% attendance this half term:
Holly : Daniel, Emilia,
Cedar: Catherine, Hamza,
Oak: Jasper, Evie, Elise,
Little Acorns: Oscar, Damien, Mowoh
Willow: Lee, Julian, Jafar, Filimon,
Pine: Logan, Hadiya, Bashir,
Hazel: Armani, Lola, Sharwin,
Maple: Archie C, Eva,
Walnut: Leo, Brian,

School Uniform:
Please remember to send your child to school in the new school uniform.
School uniform can be purchased from Andy Blair School wear located at
88-90 Barkers Butts Lane, Coundon,
Coventry CV6 1DY , online at
https://coventryschoolwear.com or
via phone on 02476 598080
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