DECEMBER 2021

Kingsbury Academy, Kingsbury Road, Coundon,
Coventry, CV6 1PJ
enquiry@kingsbury.thrive.ac
02476 594952

Dear Parent/Carers,
This term seems to have flown by! The children have had a really
settled return and are all working hard. As a school we are working
closely with our Speech and
Language and Occupational Therapy
colleagues to make sure we are meeting all our children's needs.
Giving children strategies to help them communicate and to
regulate their sensory needs will have such a positive impact on their
ability to make progress in these crucial areas.
We are so saddened that we had to cancel parents coming in to see
our Christmas production this year but I'm sure you all understand the
health reasons behind this decision. We hope to have opportunities to
welcome you all into school in the Spring term, COVID restrictions
allowing.
All of the staff here at Kingsbury Academy wish you and your families a
very happy and healthy Christmas and New Year
Warm wishes
Mrs A Davis
Head Teacher
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Pastoral Lead: Mrs Akhter

Thank you to all of our new parents who attended our first coffee morning
earlier this term it was a pleasure to see so many of you! We look forward to
arranging future events and inviting more parents and families.
As the holidays are approaching children and young people eligible for free
school meals, can benefit from an amazing range of free holiday clubs, festive
experiences and food. Please follow the link to see upcoming events and
book as soon as possible using your unique HAF code on
Coventry Holiday Activities and Food Programme | Coventry City Council .

Kingsbury Academy are proud to be working alongside the Coventry Holiday
and Food Programme and have arranged a session at Tiny Tim’s Purple Planet
soft play during the school holidays for pupils eligible for Free school meals. We
hope to see you there!

The Household Support Fund is available this Winter to support families and
individuals with access to food, energy, water bills and other essential items.
The aim is to give vulnerable households peace of mind as we recover from
the pandemic by helping those who need it to have food on the table and
other essentials, so every child remains warm and
well-fed. If you require support visit the Coventry
City Council website and search Household
Support Fund to find more information and apply
online.

I would like to also remind you that I am always
on hand to support, please feel free to get in
contact by emailing the family support email or
by phoning the school telephone on
02476 594952 familysupport@kingsbury.thrive.ac.
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Positive Behaviour Support at Kingsbury Academy

At Kingsbury we believe that behaviour is a form of meaningful communication
and therefore
every effort should be made to understand and respond appropriately to this
communication. Staff are encouraged and supported to better understand what
learners are trying to communicate by the behaviours they display.
Kingsbury Academy aims to ensure that:
•

Everyone feels physically and emotionally safe and happy at school

•

Everyone feels valued and respected, honesty and fairness are promoted

•

Positive behaviour is encouraged and celebrated

•

Everyone can develop to their full potential

Kingsbury Academy’s philosophy is to promote self-control through the
reinforcement of positive behaviour rather than simply responding to negative
behaviour. This approach to pupils who display behaviour that challenges, using
principles of Positive Behaviour Support aims to ensure there is long term behaviour
change. We use every opportunity to teach, model and promote positive
behaviour. For any further information regarding behaviour please refer to the
Academy Behaviour Policy, this is available via the school website or please
contact
enquiry@kingsbury.thrive.ac
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WINTER WONDERLAND DISPLAY COMPETITION
This term the whole school worked hard to create entries into our annual Winter
Wonderland Completion. The pupils enjoyed creating the arts and crafts for their
display. Huge congratulations to all the classes but a special shout out to the
winners.

First Place: 2H

Second Place: EYFS

First Place: 2W

Kingsbury Academy would like to say thank
you to Kautex Unipart Ltd for their continued
support of our school. This year they have
again donated a number of selection boxes
for the children and provided a donation
towards resources for the school. Thank you
to all the employees there that has made this
possible.
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Welcome to 2W
Dear Parents,
The pupils in 2W are welcomed into school by their class adults who support their
independence in completing the morning routine of hanging up coats and
bags, putting their home-school diary and drink bottle in their trays. Once they
have visited the toilet and washed hands, they are ready to write their name
card and place on the self-registration board. The pupils then engage in calming
and organising activities such as: playdough, threading, sorting and
proprioception movement breaks .
We are now ready for our daily phonics session where we have been learning to
say, read and write letter sounds m, a, s, d, t, I, n, p, g, o and explore CVC words
such as mat and hat.
This term our ‘Focus books’ for Literacy are The BFG and Revolting Things to Touch
and Feel, by the author Roald Dahl. The activities have been interactive and with
the use of individual communication books, the pupils have been involved in
using nouns and verbs to describe characters and create simple sentences.
In Maths, the pupils have been supported to apply their knowledge of number to
identify ‘one’ and ‘lots’ and to ‘add’ one ‘more’ to a given amount.
In the afternoons we engage in Topic curriculum activities that include sharing,
turn taking, sensory exploration which support our communication and social
interaction skills.
We hope you have a lovely break, and we look forward to welcoming the pupils
back in the New Year.
Kind regards
2W Class Team
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EYFS
Dear Parents,
The children in EYFS arrive at school happy and brimming with energy.
Our day begins with a phonics session where we explore sounds by making or
listening loud and quiet sounds. We also explore sounds we can hear in the
environment including noises that farm animals make. We learn about sound
discrimination and initial letter sounds by participating in
activities including Mrs Browning’s Box.
In our Literacy lessons we engage in sensory story
sessions. Our focus book for the term was The Gruffalo.
We also enjoy our sessions with Concept Cat.
Concept Cat is a puppet who goes on lots of
adventures and then tells us a story relating to a new

concept.
In Maths we have enjoyed learning and singing number
songs. The children have been supported to apply their
knowledge of number to rote count forwards and we are learning to count
quantities up to 5 with accuracy.
In the afternoons we enjoy using our communication skills to explore and follow
instructions while we are at Forest School. We also enjoy using our communication
boards during creative activities.
We hope you have a lovely Christmas and we
look forward to welcoming your children back
to school at the start of the new year and new term.
Kind regards,
EYFS Team
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1J: This term we have been learning about ‘Our Land’ and ‘Castles’. We have
really enjoyed our focus books in Literacy and been developing our
communication. We have been developing our early writing skills through our
handwriting sessions and labelling within Literacy, as well as tracing over familiar
letters and words from our stories and poems. Within Maths, we have been
working on our number skills- counting out objects, adding one more and
engaging through number rhymes. We have also developed our shape
recognition.
In our Topic lessons, we have been very creative and made our own junk
model castles in groups. We have also, during the Topic “Castles”, learnt about
different roles within a castle and have developed some of our independence
skills focusing on making food, such as fruit salad and sweeping up. As part of
“Our Land” topic, we went down to our allotment and started to clear it out
ready for planting and growing our own food and flowers.

We have also learnt about different events and celebrations. We have
experienced a moment of reflection for Remembrance Day and made our
own poppy pictures. We have also learnt about Diwali, Bonfire Night and
partaken in whole school activities for Children in Need.

We would like to wish you all a Happy Holiday and hope you all have a lovely
break.
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1S—This term 1S have been focusing on mark
making, turn-taking and communication. The
children have excelled in all aspects of their
learning this term. Learning about different
holidays – Remembrance Day, Diwali, Children
in Need and Anti-bullying week. The lessons
have all had a sensory aspect to engage the
pupils. 1S were excited to receive a special
visitor during December from our class elf. Hope
you all have a lovely Christmas and looking
forward to see you return in the new year.

2E: Autumn Term in Class 2E got off to a bang, or should that be explosion, with our
topic of “Forces!” All the pupils enjoyed making their own papier-mâché volcano
and then watching it erupt. The pupils enjoyed studying the Wizard of Oz text and
recreated the story using puppets and their own puppet theatres which they had
skilfully made. One even looked like the Globe theatre! As a class we started to clear
our allotment patch and had lots of fun picking & eating raspberries, counting
apples, finding snails and lots of worms. We have lots of plans to plant seeds and
bulbs for the next growing season.
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2H: This term our topics have been ‘Volcanoes and
Earthquakes’ and ‘From Ice age to Iron age’ We
have been very busy creating our own huge class
volcano and watch it erupt. Learning about the
Stone Age, we created our own cave paintings
using chalk, crayons and charcoal. We also made
our very own stone age spear using modelling clay. It
was lovely to see the creative mess we made and
clean up everything together.

In English, we read several books and had fun
activities alongside. We made some glow in the dark
dream jars, using jelly and glitters, made egg
sandwiches, although not from rotten eggs and
mouldy breads as it was made in the book. In Maths
lessons we learnt about addition and subtraction but
most importantly we learnt how to take turns, help
each other and stay focused. All in all, we had
fantastic time together, with lots of laughter and
happy memories.

2B: During this term class 2B have been developing their independence

through routines and daily activities. We have enjoyed embedding new
routines into our class timetable that allow us to explore using our senses.
We have had so much fun making sandwiches and learning how to
request items to do this. Communication is also a key focus in class,
learning appropriate ways to gain attention and request preferred items
throughout the day. We have had so much fun this term and continue to
develop our understanding and communication skills through sensory
directed activities.
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2G: Our trip to the pantomime, Dick Whittington, really helped us get into the
festive spirit as December got underway. The children were fantastic – an absolute
credit to the school and they absolutely loved the theatre experience! A huge
thanks go to the Coventry Freemasons who not only put on the performance but
also arranged the transport and even sent the children home with a great goody
bag each as well. We have been having lots of fun practising our Christmas song
for our performance and making decorations ready for the school Christmas
Wonderland competition as well as making some lovely keepsakes and treasures
for our families. In Literacy this term, we have been introduced to the BFG (The Big
Friendly Giant), writing character descriptions, and learning how we shouldn’t
judge people by the way they look. The children also created their own dream
jars, using water colour paints and writing their dreams in their best handwriting –
they look beautiful! We have spent time looking at instruction texts and recipes.
The children have followed recipes including making ‘snot juice’ and have made
and created their own instructions on how to make a jam sandwich. Children
have enjoyed role playing with imperative verbs that they then included in their
own instructions. In Maths, we have been learning about money. We have
identified coins and notes, counted different amounts of money and selected
coins to make specific amounts to pay for items in our 2G shop. We have also
solved money problems using addition and subtraction. We have been learning
about time using an analogue clock as well as learning about the days of the
week, months of the year and thinking about daily routines. We have also enjoyed
our topics this term, looking at natural disasters and then moving onto Stone Age
and Iron Age. The children have learnt interesting facts and have produced
some fantastic artwork. Well done to all the children in 2G you have been working
very hard this term. Wishing you and your families a wonderful Christmas and a
Happy New Year!
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2P : This half term we have been learning about The Stone Age

to the Iron Age. We enjoyed reading the story “Cave Baby”
and created some fantastic miniature caves and woolly
mammoth pictures! We even attempted to paint using sticks
we hunted from the Forest School! We have also been very
busy with our cooking lessons where we worked hard to
create delicious Pizza wraps, shortbread and soup. We have
had lots of fun reading the BFG story this half term and
created Frobscottle and Snozzcumbers the BFG’s favourite
treats. But the best experience this half term has been
attending the Christmas Pantomime trip which the children
loved!
2D:Some of the books we explored this term are The BFG,
Rain-stomper, Revolting things to Touch and Feel and The
Wizard of Oz. We put on our wellies to dance in the rain,
explored our senses with a range of fun foods and created a
yellow brick road to help develop our love of books and
reading.
Our topic this term has been Stone Age to Iron Age. We
explored nature, collecting materials to make our own historic
instruments, using chalk to create cave paintings outside and
looked at different places to live– including building our own
cave in the Forest School area!
Class 2D love exploring the outside areas of school, and have
fully embraced tending to our allotment plot, visiting forest
school, and staying active on the trim-trail. We look forward to
planting vegetables in the new year!
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Dates for your Diary

2021
Wednesday 15th December: Christmas Dinner
Thursday 16th December: Santa visit
Friday 17th December: Last day of school
Monday 20th December: School closed for winter
break
2022
Tuesday 4th January: Pupils return to school

Monday 17th January: INSET DAY: School closed to all pupils
Friday 18th February: Last day of school
Monday 21st February: School closed for half term
Monday 28th February: Pupil s return to school

Staffing
We are saying a fond
farewell to Mrs J. Sorbie,
Miss. T. Garland and Bonnie
this term. Thank you for all
your hard work and we
wish you well as you
embark on the next step of
your career.

Covid-19 Reminders
If your child develops any symptoms of
COVID-19 (high temperature,
cough or loss of taste/smell) your child
needs to attend a test centre and have a
PCR test.
The Lateral Flow tests are not to be used in
these circumstances as they are only to be
used if you are asymptomatic.
Thank you for your cooperation.
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Attendance: September to December 2021
EYFS: 91%

Attendance by Class

1J: 92%
1S: 94%
2B: 94%
2D: 97%-Well done!!
2E: 94%
2G: 94%
2H: 93%
2P: 93%
2W: 93%

Congratulations to all pupils who have achieved 100% attendance this half term:
1J: Archie E, Ayaan,
1S: Aiden
2B: Sophia, Rahma, Hadiya, Damilola, Swati,
2D: Archie C, Patricia, Evie
2E: Lola, Leo
2G: Bobby, Jace, Hebron, Lucky,
2H: Christopher
2P: Brian
2W: Daniel, Lee,

School Uniform:
Please remember to send your child to school in the school uniform.
School uniform can be purchased online from Brigade.
www.brigade.uk.com
When logged on please select the
Parents click to order here link
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